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1 . TEXT OF REFERENCE TO I AC MENTIONED REFTEL FOLLOWS: 

QTE I, LIONEL FROST BOWEN, SPECIAL MINISTER OF STATE, 
HEREBY - 

QTE I. REFER THE FOLLOWING MATTERS TO THE INDUSTRIES 
ASSISTANCE COMMISSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 23 OF 
THE INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE COMMISSION ACT 1973, FOR INQUIRY 
AND REPORT: 
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QTE HAVING REGARD TO: 
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QTE (A) THE DECISION OF THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT TO 
PARTICIPATE ON A BASIS OF RECIPROCITY IN THE MULTILATERAL 
TRADE NEGOTIATIONS INITIATED BY THE MINISTERIAL 
DECLARATION OF SEPTEMBER , 1973 AT TOKYO; 

QTE (B) THE FACT THAT THE CONCLUSION OF SUCH 
NEGOTIATIONS MAY INVOLVE THE GRANTING BY AUSTRALIA 
OF TARIFF REDUCTIONS; 

QTE (C) THE FACT THAT THE RESULTING GENERAL TARIFF 
RATES MAY BE BOUND AGAINST FUTURE INCREASE; AND 
QTE (D) THE FACT THAT REDUCTIONS IN TARIFFS COULD BE 
PHASED IN OVER A PERIOD OF TIME 

QTE (I) FOR GOODS OF A KIND SPECIFIED IN THE CUSTOMS 
TARIFF 1966-1974, AS ALTERED OR PROPOSED TO BE ALTERED, 

TO WHICH A BRITISH PREFERENTIAL MARGIN IS ACCORDED IN 
THAT TARIFF, CAN THAT MARGIN BE; 

QTE (A) REDUCED AND, IF SO, TO WHAT EXTENT, OR 
QTE (B) ELIMINATED, BY ESTABLISHING A REDUCED GENERAL 
TARIFF RATE FOR GOODS OF THAT KIND, WITHOUT GENERALLY 
ADVERSE EMPLOYMENT OR STRUCTURAL EFFECTS? 

QTE (II) CONSISTENT WITH THE GUIDELINES SET OUT IN 
SECTION 22 OF THE lAC ACT,1973, WHAT SCOPE IS THERE 
FOR ELIMINATION OF THOSE GENERAL TARIFF RATES WHICH DO 
NOT EXCEED 10 PCT. AD VALOREM (OR THE EQUIVALENT IN 
TERMS OF SPECIFIC RATE TARIFFS), INCLUDING THE REMOVAL 
OF ANY PRIMAGE DUTY APPLICABLE? 

QTE (III) TAKING ACCOUNT OF THE FORM OF GENERAL APPROACH 
TO TARIFF NEGOTIATIONS AS MAY BE AGREED BY OTHER PARTICIPANTS 
IN THE MTNS, WHAT SCOPE IS THERE FOR AUSTRALIA TO ACCORD 
FURTHER GENERAL TARIFF REDUCTIONS, INCLUDING THE REMOVAL 
OF ANY PRIMAGE DUTY APPLICABLE, CONSISTENT WITH THE 
GUIDELINES SET OUT IN SECTION 22 OF THE I AC ACT, 1973? 

QTE (IV) OVER WHAT TIME SPAN COULD SUCH REDUCTIONS 
BE PHASED, IN ORDER TO MINIMISE, SO FAR AS PRACTICABLE, 

ANY ADVERSE EMPLOYMENT OR STRUCTURAL EFFECTS? END QTE 

2. TEXT OF JOINT STATEMENT BY BOWEN, THEN SPECIAL 
MINISTER OF STATE, AND CREAN, MIN. OVERSEAS TRADE, FOLLOWS; 

QTE THE SPECIAL MINISTER OF STATE, MR. LIONEL BOWEN, 

AND THE MINISTER FOR OVERSEAS TRADE, MR. FRANK CREAN, 
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ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT A REFERENCE HAD BEEN SENT TO THE 
INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE COMMISSION REQUESTING ADVICE AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE ON CERTAIN MATTERS RELATING TO THE 
MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS BEING HELD UNDER THE 
AUSPICES OF GATT. 

QTE THE MINISTERS SAID THAT THE MULTILATERAL TRADE 
NEGOTIATIONS WHICH COVERED AGRICULTURAL, MINING AND 
INDUSTRY ACTIVITIES AND ALSO TARIFF AND NON-TARIFF BARRIERS 
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TO TRADE HAD NOW ENTERED A SUBSTANTIVE PHASE. THIS 
FOLLOWED THE PASSAGE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE ACT IN 
DECEMBER LAST YEAR. 

QTE IN SUPPORTING THE TOKYO DECLARATION WHICH HAD 
INAUGURATED THE NEGOTIATIONS IN SEPTEMBER 1973 THE 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT HAD AGREED TO PARTICIQMTE ON THE 
BASIS OF THE PRINCIPLES OF MUTUAL ADVANTAGE, MUTUAL 
COMMITMENT AND OVERALL RECIPROCITY AND ON THE BASIS 
THAT PARTICIPANTS SHOULD JOINTLY ENDEAVOUR TO ACHIEVE 
AN OVERALL BALANCE OF ADVANTAGE AT THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE 
LEVEL. 

QTE THE NEGOTIATIONS WOULD FOCUS ON THE WHOLE RANGE OF 
MEASURES WHICH IMPEDE OR DISTORT INTERNATIONAL TRADE, 

AND AS A PART OF THIS OTHER COUNTRIES WERE NOW 
ASSESSING THE SCOPE FOR THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN THAT 
PART OE THE NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING TARIFFS. IT WAS 
NECESSARY, THE MINISTER SAID, FOR AUSTRALIA TO UNDERTAKE 
A SIMILAR EXAMINATION AND IT HAD BEEN DECIDED THAT THE 
ADVICE OF THE INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE COMMISSION IN RELATION 
TO TARIEF MATTERS SHOULD BE SOUGHT TO EACILITATE THE 
ASSESSMENT BY THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT OF THE POTENTIAL 
SCOPE FOR ITS PARTICIPATION IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

QTE THE REPORT WHICH THE lAC PREPARED WOULD, THE MINISTER 
SAID, REMAIN CONEIDENTIAL TO THE GOVERNMENT DURING THE 
COURSE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS TO ENABLE AUSTRALIA TO MAXIMISE 
THE SCOPE FOR RECIPROCAL CONCESSIONS IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
OTHER COUNTRIES. 

QTE IN MAKING ITS ASSESSMENT THE lAC IS TO HAVE REGARD 
TO ESTABLISHED GUIDELINES EOR THE DEVELOPMENT OE AUSTRALIAN 
INDUSTRY AND THE LIKELY NEED FOR THE PHASING IN OF POTENTIAL 
CONCESSIONS OVER A SUFEICIENT PERIOD OE YEARS TO MINIMISE 
ANY ADVERSE EFFECTS ON INDUSTRY. 

QTE THE MINISTERS SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS ALSO 
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CONSCIOUS OF THE NEED TO MINIMISE ANY BURDEN ON AUSTRALIAN 
LABOUR AND INDUSTRY IN PROVIDING INFORMATION AND 
PARTICIPATING IN lAC ENQUIRIES AND HAD INSTRUCTED THE 
lAC TO TAKE EULL ACCOUNT OF RELEVANT INFORMATION THAT HAD 
ALREADY BEEN SUBMITTED TO IT IN RECENT ENQUIRIES. AT THE 
SAME TIME IT WAS THE GOVERNMENT'S DESIRE THAT ALL RELEVANT 
FACTS SHOULD BE BOUGHT TO THE COMMISSIONS'S NOTICE. 

QTE THE QUESTIONS COVERED IN THE REEERENCE TO THE lAC 
ARE, THE MINISTER SAID, DESIGNED TO SEEK ADVICE ON 
THE SCOPE FOR POSSIBLE TARIFE CONCESSIONS WHICH 
AUSTRALIA MIGHT OFFER IN EXCHANGE FOR RECIPROCAL 
CONCESSIONS OF BENEFIT TO AUSTRALIA WHICH AT THE 
SAME TIME WOULD BE COMPATIBLE WITH AUSTRALIA'S LONG 
TERM INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT POLICIES. 

QTE IN CONJUCTION WITH REPORTS BEING SOUGHT FROM THE 
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INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE COMMISSION THE GOVERNMENT INTENDS 
TO ESTABLISH NEW PROCEDURES FOR LIAISON WITH LABOUR, 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ON MATTERS AFFECTING THE MULTILATERAL 
TRADE NEGOTIATIONS TO ENSURE THAT MAXIMUM COORDINATION 
WAS MAINTAINED DURING THE COURSE OE THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

A SEPARATE ANNOUNCEMENT ON THIS MATTER WILL BE MADE 
BY MR. CREAN SHORTLY. END QTE. 

GREEN 
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